#Tafsir | Sirat al-[khlas 
Introduction: 


Siirat al-Ikhlas has up to 20 names as Imam ar-R4zi (4) 4«) mentioned. The 
scholars have mentioned a rule & principle, that the more names a Sirah has, 
the more noble and lofty it becomes. 


1) The first name is “Strat al-Ikhlas”, and there’s 2 reasons for why it’s called 
this: 


e Sincerity (and this will be further explained later) — but if a person was 
to live by this Sirah and implement it in his life, he will no doubt achieve 
sincerity in his worship to Allah. 


e The word “Ikhlas’” comes from the word “khalasa’’, and this means to free 
something from something. In other words, the one who is confused 
about Allah, or has a lot of doubts and misconceptions about Allah, this 
Sirah is enough to free him from his doubts, and bring absolute certainty 
in his heart, as it’s a very precise Surah. 


The greatest Sirah in the Qur’an is also the easiest Stirah to memorise. It’s the 
Sirah which is memorised by every child as soon as they begin to read and even 
before that, so in this way, no-one can claim to have doubts about Allah still. 


2) It’s also called “Strat Qual Htwa Allahu Ahad”, and that’s the name the 
Prophet (als ule ail ba) gave it. 


3) It’s called “Strat Allahu al-Wahidu Samad”. It’s also known as “Surat as- 
Samad”. This Surah is the only Sirah in the Qur’an where the word “‘as-Samad” 
is mentioned, and there’s over 18 opinions on what “‘as-Samad” means, and this 
will be discussed later ail ¢Lé \) 


4) It’s also known as “Surat at-Tawhid” because it mentions the Oneness of 
Allah in all of its categories — Ulihtyyah, Rubtbiyyah & Asma’ was-Sifat. 


5) It’s also called “Strat al-Asas” (The essence/foundation) because the 
meanings of this Sirah are the foundations of our Din and the foundations of 
our worldly life. 


6) Also known as “Surat al-Muqashqishah” — this comes from the word 
“qashqashah”, and this literally means to wipe something away, and more 


specifically, it means to get rid of a disease & sickness. Strat al-Ikhlas & Siirat 
al-Kafirtin were both called “al-Mugqashqishah” because if their meanings & 
understandings are implemented in one’s life, they have enough power to 
remove from a person’s heart, the disease of Kufr & Shirk! 


7) It’s also called “Strat at-Tafrid” (The individual) — because it only discusses 
“One Allah” and none with Him. 


8) It’s also known as “Strat al-Aman” (The safe-giving/protector) — because 
this Surah protects a person from the anger and punishment of Allah. 


9) Other names include: Strat at-Tajrid (free from anything else), Strat an-Nur 
(the light), Stirat an-Najah (the salvation), Surat al-Wilayah (the protection) & 
Surat al-Ma’rifah (the knowledge about Allah). 


What are the virtues of Surat al-[khlas? 


Surat al-Ikhlas has the most authentic Ahadith narrated concerning its virtues. 
Some are as follows: 


1) Abi Hurayrah (ic 4) .»= 5) narrated that the Prophet (ales ae at) ls) one 
day said to his Companions “quickly, gather up” and this informs the 
Companions that it’s a serious matter which the Prophet (als ale at) ls) wants 
to tell them about. Then the Prophet (alas ule ai! ls) said, “I’m going to read to 
you a third of the Qur’an’”. So, he recited Surat al-Ikhlas, then he got up and 
went back to his house. But the Sahabah remained there sitting assuming he will 
come back as he said he will recite a third of the Qur’an. Then the Prophet 

(ales aule aul ~l) saw them and came out and said, “I promised you I will read 
you a third of the Qur’an, indeed this Surah is equal to a third of the Qur’an.” 
[Muslim (812)] 


2) In another hadith, the Prophet (als 4sle «il lo) was sitting with the Sahabah 
and said, “Is any one of you unable to read a third of the Qur’an every single 
night?”. They asked Rasilullah (als «ule at!) bs) “Who amongst us can do 
this?” Then Rasilullah (abs 5 asle <i) ls) said “Al-Ikhlas is equal to a third of the 
Qur’an.” [Muslim (811)] 


3) Also, it’s narrated in Bukhari (742), the hadith of Anas (4ie 4i| =) where he 
stated that a man from the Ansar used to lead the believers in Salah in Masjid 
Quba. And whenever he used to lead the prayer, he used to recite Strat al-Ikhlas 
after Fatihah, and a couple of other Ayat afterwards. He used to do this in every 
single rak’ah. 


So, they questioned him why he recited Surah al-Ikhlas then followed it up with 
another Surah, they questioned did he think Strat al-Ikhlas wasn’t enough. So, 
they told him that he should either recite Strat al-[khlas on its own or recite 
something else. So, the man said that he won’t leave doing this, and if they 
don’t want him to lead anymore, he won’t, but if they want to pray behind him, 
then this is how he will pray. Also, this Companion was considered to be the 
best among them and most qualified to lead them in Salat, so they didn’t want 
anyone else to lead them. 


So, when the Messenger (als ule al la) visited Masjid Quba, the Sahabah 
informed him of what the other Sahabi was doing. So, the Prophet (4 at!) (lo 
alu») addressed him and asked him why he was doing this and why didn’t he 
take the advice of the Companions. So, the Sahabi replied saying that he loves 
this Sirah due to the incredible meanings of it. Then the Prophet (Ae «il ue 
al«s) told him that the love of this Sirah admitted him into Jannah. 


4) ‘A’ishah (‘gic 4H) 2 5) narrated that the Prophet (abe s «ule 4 ~le) once sent a 
man as a commander in war and he sent him to lead the Salat. And he used to 
do the opposite of the other man in the previous hadith. He used to first recite 
Fatihah, then some other Surah then end with Strat al-Ikhlas, and he did this 
with every rak’ah he prayed. So, when the Sahabah mentioned this to the 
Prophet (als 4ule ai! bs) he told them to ask him why he does that. So, the 
Companion told them he does this because it describes ar-Rahman, the Most 
Merciful and he loves to read it. So, the Messenger (ales ule atl le) said to 
inform him that Allah loves him as well. [Bukhari and Muslim] 


Sirat al-Ikhlas is made up of 4 Ayat, concise and brief in its meanings. 
Place of revelation: 


Majority of the scholars said this Sirah is a Makkan Sirah. And since the Sirah 
discusses the topic of at-Tawhid — the Oneness of Allah — and that was the 
greatest discussion during that time, therefore this Strah is a Makkan Surah. 


But there are also opinions that this Surah was a Madini Sirah, and we’ll find 
out later how to reconcile between these two opinions 4! «L4 4! when we discuss 
the reason for revelation. There is no issue that this Strah was revealed twice, 
once in Makkah and once in Madinah. 


Placement of the Surah in the Qur’an: 


Sometimes the Prophet used to combine two particular Suwar in his prayers. 
For example in Salat al-‘Id and Jumu’ah, he used to recite Stirat al-A’1a and 
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Surat al-Ghashiyah. Some other times, in Salat al-Thuhr and Asr, he used to 
recite Strat al-Burtj then Siirat at-Tariq, which is the one straight after. 

And usually, the two Siwar that the Prophet (als ule 40) 4) used to recite in 
the first and second rak’ah, in the Qur’an, you see them right next to each other. 


But there is one unique pairing which Rasilullah (als ae 40) 4) used to 
recite, and this is Surat al-Ikhlas and Strat al-Kafirtin. He used to recite these 
two Suwar, in the two rak’at after Tawaf, in Sunnat al-Maghrib Salah, and in 
the Sunnah of Fajr, and Salat al-Witr. 


He used to recite them in the first and second rak’ah, but these are the only two 
Sirahs, he used to recite in this manner which weren’t right next to each other. 


Why is Sirah al-Ikhlas and Sirah al-Kafiriin placed where it is and why is 
there two Suwar in between them? 


At the end of Sirah al-Kafirin, Allah told the Prophet (ales «ule at! ~ls), to 
declare his Din, separate to the disbelievers’ Din, even though both the believers 
and the disbelief are worshipping at the same house, the Ka’bah and they are 
both worshipping the same Lord — the believers are worshipping Allah, and the 
disbelievers are claiming to worship Allah. 


In Strat az-Zumar, Allah says: 


“And those who take protectors besides Him [say], “We only worship them 
that they may bring us nearer to Allah in position.” [39:3] 


So, in essence, a lot of things are happening which they have in common. But 
Allah told the Prophet (eles 4sle 40) 1.4) to make a declaration that his Din is 
separate to their Din. So, this distinction is made at the end of Surah al-Kafirtn. 


After Strah al-Kafiriin is Strat an-Nasr, and here Allah declares that the victory 
is going to be for the Din of Muhammad (als «ule tl (ls), Then after Siirat an- 
Nasr, is Sirat Masad, and here Allah declared that the punishment is going to be 
with the second group, which is the group of the disbelievers — the Din of Abii 
Lahab. 


In Strat al-Kafirtn, the word “Allah” was not mentioned and the Prophet (she 
e Uuy dulce atl) was told to say: “You don’t worship that which I worship.” 


This creates a question: Who is it that Rasilullah (albus 4s 40) a) worships? 


Surat al-Ikhlas came after these Suwar to answer that question, in other words, 
the answer becomes absolutely clear that the one the Prophet (als 4sle 0) lua) 
worships is Allah, but not the same Allah Quraysh worships. 


The second thing that connects these two Siirahs together, Strat al-Ikhlas and 
Sirat al-K&firiin, is the obvious thing that they both begin with J 3 “Qil”. 


The third relationship between both Siiwar is that in the Sunnah, both Sirah al- 
Ikhlas and Surah al-K€afirtin are known as “Al-Mugashqishahtan” because they 
remove the sickness and disease of shirk and they rectify a person’s Tawhid, 
and they instil at-Tawhid in a person’s heart until he meets Allah with this 
Tawhid. 


The relationship between Surat al-Ikhlas and the Sirah before it which is 
Surat al-Masad: 


1) The first obvious similarity between them is that there is a similar “Sajah” — 
you’ll hear this word a lot if you read the works of the Mufassirin. “As-Sajah” 
means similar, rhyming pattern. 


In Surat al-Masad, all the Ayat ended with the letter ‘~’. But the last Ayah 
ended with a ‘2’, and Sirah al-Ikhlas continued with the rhythm and every Ayah 
ends with a ‘~’. 


It shows that what is about to come is connected to Surat al-Masad. 


2) Siirat al-Masad ended with mentioning the most humiliating description and 
image that a human being could ever be in. 


It ended with a woman carrying wood in the Hellfire, and there’s a rope around 
her neck. Meaning if there’s a rope around the neck, there’s someone on the 
other end that controls it, so this person is basically controlled. 


And Sirat al-Ikhlas began with the most honouring description and the greatest 
Attributes of Allah, which is: 


a) Al-Uluhtyyah — the Oneness of Allah, the Oneness of the worship of Allah. 
b) Al-Ahadtyyah (which will be explained) meaning the uniqueness of Allah. 
c) As-Samadiyyah, meaning the fact of that all creation are in need of Allah. 


So, one Surah has the most humiliating description and the other has the most 
honouring of descriptions to Allah. 


3) Strah Masad mentions Abt Lahab’s continuous insults and abuse towards 
Rasilullah (als ade au) .4), Then Allah promised the destruction of Abi 
Lahab. Now that Allah has dealt with Abt Lahab, and He has cursed him, the 
believers shouldn’t worry about him anymore — he’s doomed for life, in this 
life and the Hereafter. So Allah tells Rasiilullah (albus ule 4) <4) what he 
should be focusing on, his mission in life which is the establishment of Tawhid 
and to preach and teach it to others. And this is exactly what Siirat al-Ikhlas is 
about — at-Tawhid of Allah. 


Reason for revelation: 


This Surah was revealed as an answer to a question, this is why it began with 
the word 03 “Qil” — Say. 


Quraysh sent a man from amongst them known as ‘Amr bin Tufayl. He came to 
the Messenger (albus 4sle <I 4) and told him that he has divided the community 
and insulted their gods and idols. If it’s because he loves wealth, then let them 
know and they will make him the wealthiest man in Arabia. Or if it’s because he 
loves women, tell them and they’Il marry him to the most beautiful of women in 
Quraysh. And if it’s because he’s possessed by the Jinn, then tell them and 
they’ll perform ruqya on him and help him. 


The Prophet (als ule «il la) didn’t respond to ‘Amr Ibn Tufayl. So, Quraysh 
decided to send a whole group to Rasiilullah (abs ule <i) .b4), a group from 
Quraysh. But other narrations mention a group of Jews went to the Prophet 
(ales ule al.) which explains why this Sirah could’ve been revealed once in 
Makkah and once again in Madinah, because the Jews lived in al-Madinah. 


So, a group of the mushrikin went to the Prophet (als ule ai! bs) and they 
were confused since they offered everything they had. So, they asked him what 
exactly he was calling them to. The Prophet (als 4sle 4tI lo) answered them 
and said, “I call you to Allah.” So, they asked him to describe Him to them and 
name the lineage of his Lord. 


Note: It’s important to understand why they asked this question, about where 
Allah came from in terms of lineage. 


It’s because the Arabs would take great pride in their lineage and ancestors, and 
they used to always ask about this. Even though lineage is an honoured and 
noble matter among the Arabs, in reality it’s a sign of weakness and 
incompleteness. 


This is because in order to have a lineage, it means you have a father and a 
mother, and you have the ability to produce children after children, and all of 
this is the greatest sign of the deficiency and imperfection of the human being. 
And he needs a companion to satisfy his desire which is another weakness, 
Allah refers to it in Strat an-Nisa’, Ayah 28, Allah considers it a weakness. 


Another important thing to consider here is that all living creation of Allah have 
the ability to give birth and they were born as well — they beget and are 
begotten. Allah decreed this for all His creation, so that He proves our 
weakness, and in turn Allah’s completeness and perfection becomes apparent. 


So, after they asked this, the mushrikin then said to the Prophet (ie 4) le 
alu»), is He from gold or silver, is He made from metal or is He made from 
wood. They were asking this because this is what they’re used to, their idols are 
made of these materials which is found up until this day, this happens from their 
ignorance. 


So Jibril (e>4u!) «ale) came down with this Sirah, which contains the most 
complete and perfect description of Allah in concise and comprehensive words. 


1st Ayah: 


Allah says in the 1st Ayah of Sirat al-Ikhlas: 


“Say: ‘He is Allah Who is Unique and Singular.” 


1) There are 5 Siiwar in the Qur’an that begin with the word Js “Qul” — Strat 
al-Jinn, Strat al-Kafiriin, Surat al-Ikhlas, Falaq and Nas. 


And this “Qil” here is 1 of 320 “Qul’s” that are found in the Qur’an. 
Generally, when this word comes in the Qur’an, it means there was question 
that was asked before, then the answer came down and the Prophet (4g! 4! le 


ales) was told to answer them. 


“Qiul” is a commandment, and this commandment implies that the Prophet 
(ales aule atl ~la) is honoured by Allah. As Allah commands him to preach the 


greatest Strah of the Qur’an which contained the greatest knowledge of the 
Allah. 


So, what does “Qil” mean — “Say” to who? Allah didn’t specify “Say to the 
mushrikin” or to the Jews or the one who asked you. In other words, this answer 
that comes after the word “Qiil” is a call to everyone until the Day of 
Judgement, and thus it makes it obligatory upon us to spread the message of this 
Sirah. 


This Strah is going to explain how perfect and complete Allah is, and this is 
why from the effects of this Strah, the one who loved this Strah, Paradise was 
guaranteed for him, because the meaning it embeds and the descriptions it has 
about Allah, almost with no effort, a person becomes attached to Allah. 


2) The next word is »& “Huwa” — The word “Hiwa” in Arabic means “he” and 
it’s known as a pronoun. 


But the rule is, to mention a pronoun, you’re supposed to mention a noun before 
it 


For example: If someone said, “He’s here’, the first question that arises is 
“Who’s he?” 


So, in English you don’t just say the pronoun, you’re supposed to say the noun 
first. 


But in this Strah, Allah says, “Say: He is...”, so the question is “Who’s He?” 


Allah did not mention His name first, He referred to Himself in the pronoun. 
The reason for this is because when the noun is mentioned after the pronoun, it 
implies greatness. Meaning the matter is so great and so huge, it doesn’t need to 
be mentioned — everyone is already aware that the Ayah is talking about Allah, 
it’s already known. So, the greatness of Allah is learnt just by the word »° 
“Hiiwa” 


3) After the word “Hiwa” in the 1st Ayah, is the word 4! “Allah” — 


e The word Allah is the proper Name for the One we worship and it’s 
unique only for Him. 


The name Allah has been mentioned in the Qur’an over 2600 times. 


Allah says: “Blessed is the name of your Lord.” [55:78] 


8 


That the name of Allah is full of barakah. It’s the name when mentioned upon 
something small, it multiplies it and increases it. When you say “Bismillah” 
before you eat, you'll find the barakah in the food. When you say “Bismillah” 
before you do anything, you’ll find the barakah and the blessing in it, even 
though we may see it as something small. 


When “Allah” is mentioned in moments of fear and worry, that fear and worry 
become peace, tranquillity, and safety. 


“Allah” is the name which the sick and needy would mention and it changes 
their situation for the better. 


Allah says in Sirah Naml, Ayah 62: “Who is it other than Allah who answers 
the call of the distressed when he calls?” 


The word “Allah” is the most comprehensive name of Allah. It includes all His 
Names, and therefore, the one who calls to Allah with “Allahumma’’, he has 
called to Allah with all of His Names. 


e The word “Allah” derives from 4 words: 
Walthah — The word “Allah” comes from “Al-Walah’ — Walthah 


“Walthah” means to cry, out of love and attachment to someone, like one 
cannot live without them or is lost without them. “Allah” comes from the word 
“Walithah” because the hearts are extremely attached to Him subhanahu wa 
ta’ala. The person cannot live without Allah, otherwise they will find 
themselves lost and misguided. 


*Aliha — “Allah” also comes from “‘Aliha”. 

““Aliha” meaning to be amazed and astonished at something. When the mind is 
amazed and astonished at the greatness of something, that is the word “‘Aliha”. 
In other words, “Allah” comes from the word ““Aliha” because the minds are 
amazed and astonished at the greatness of Allah. 

Al-1lah — The word “Allah” also comes from the word “al-[ah”. 


“Tah” means “al-Ma’btd” — the One Who deserves all worship. 


Laha — The word “Allah” comes from the word “Laha’’. 


“Laha” means to conceal, for something to be hidden. Allah is Unseen, He is 
hidden from our sight in this life. 


So, when these 4 meanings are put together, the word “Allah” would mean this: 


Allah is the One whose hearts are attached to, out of extreme love for Him. And 
the minds are amazed and astonished at His greatness. And the limbs are in 
obedience and submission to His worship. And the believer does all this while 
Allah is Unseen to him. 


So, although we haven’t seen Allah, but Allah has placed a fitrah inside of us, 
that recognises His greatness. 


In the story of the Boy and the King in Strat al-Burtj, when the King tried to 
kill the boy. Finally, the boy said in order to kill him, before he shoots the 
arrow, say “In the Name of the Lord of the boy”. 


The boy had a name, but he chose not to use it because when he mentioned 
Allah’s name, he avoided mentioning his name in the same sentence. 


This is why the scholars say it’s not allowed to have decorations etc., with the 
name Allah and Muhammad (alu:5 ae 4H) .le) right next to it. 


4) Another thing we learn in this Ayah, the word U8 “Qil’” teaches us something 
very important. 


This implies that the knowledge of al-‘Aqidah, Belief in Allah, can only be 
taken from wahi. Before the words “Qil” were revealed, the Prophet (i) be 
alus ule) didn’t say anything in terms of ‘Agidah and Allah. But after the 
revelation, he only said what came after it and he learnt the matters through 
revelation only. 


This is important because many people who become misguided in their ‘Aqidah 
only become misguided because they seek it through other sources like their 
intellect etc., without returning back to the Qur’an and Sunnah. And this is what 
the “Qul” implies, that don’t think of learning your ‘Aqidah except through the 
Qur’an and authentic Sunnah. 


5) The next word in the 1st Ayah is ss! “Ahad” — meaning the singular, the 
One Who is unique. 
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The word “Ahad” was said by Bilal (43 4! .» 5) when he was tortured by 
Quraysh and he was empowered by this word, even though he had the 
concession to utter something else to save himself. 


There are 2 names of Allah that are similar, but there’s a difference between 
them. These names are: “Al-Ahad” & “Al-Wahid”’. 


e “Al-Wahid’” — means Allah is One in number, He’s not two or three wal- 
‘Tyathubillah! 


Allah gives a beautiful example of this and highlights the ridiculous nature of 
shirk in Strat az-Zumar, Ayah 29: 


“Allah presents an example: of a slave who’s owned by more than one 
master and another slave who is owned exclusively by one master — are 
they equal in comparison? Praise be to Allah! But most of them do not 
know.” 


In other words, the one who has only one master, he’s relaxed and at peace 
compared to the one who has many masters, he’!1 feel confused not knowing 
what to do or who to respond to etc. Then Allah says “Alhamdulilah” meaning 
the proof has been established for those who commit Shirk, it’s so clear, but 
most of them don’t know the reality which is why they still commit the shirk. 


So “al-Wahid” is referring to the Oneness of Allah, that Allah is One in number. 


““Al-Ahad” — which is mentioned in this Sirah, it also highlights the fact that 
Allah is One, but it highlights the uniqueness of Allah. 


It means Allah is unique in His Being, in His Names, in His Attributes, and in 
His Actions. 


So, what does this mean, the uniqueness of Allah? 


It means that although some of the Attributes of Allah are used to describe 
human beings, there’s no comparison. For example, we can also hear but the 
difference is that our hearing is limited. It had a beginning, and it has an end. 
We’re not capable of hearing everything. But when we say Allah is the All- 
Hearing, it’s limitless, it has no beginning or ending. He hears everything, and it 
is complete. There is nothing or any similar thing like Him. 
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Another example of this, from the names of Allah is “al-Mudabbir” — The 
Planner, The One Who Plans. A human being can also be a planner, however 
there is a big difference between Allah’s planning and the creation planning. 
For example, when Allah created this earth, this is from His Planning. He 
created it with enough space on earth to accommodate every single person from 
Adam (a>! ale) to the last person that lives. It will also accommodate for all 
types of animals, trees, and for everything that Allah puts on it — it'll have 
enough space for everyone until the last day. There’s also enough oxygen, 
water, and food for everyone from the start of creation till the end. 


However, when human beings plan something and design it, every 10-20 years, 
for example, they realise that the suburb is congested and the roads are small, so 
as a result the roads need to be widened and they add new features etc., and 
every few decades, there are ongoing upgrades. 


The human being’s planning is not perfect and complete, unlike Allah where no 
changes ever need to be made in His Plans. This is what “Ahad” means — 
unique in His Names, and every Name is complete and perfect with Allah 
unlike the human being. 


e The word “Ahad” also ends with a “tanwin’”. As mentioned previously, 
the scholars say “tanwin” implies greatness — meaning absolutely unique 
in every single Name and Attribute, you cannot compare anyone to Him. 


Allah gave each of us a fitrah that allows us to recognise Him. And “Qul Hiiwa 
Allahu Ahad” — is teaching us to change our attitude towards Allah. That 
nothing should be more important to you than pleasing Allah and earning His 
Mercy and Forgiveness. Nothing should be more important than Him being 
pleased with you and Allah speaking to you on the Day of Judgement and 
admitting you into Paradise. 


A good way to measure our relationship with Allah is through our Salah, how 


quick do we drop everything just to pray Salah when it’s time? Knowing this 
can help us improve our relationship with Allah. 


2nd Ayah: 


In the 2nd Ayah, Allah says: 
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“Allahu Samad” — The Name “Allah” is being repeated in this Ayah, and it’s 
being repeated for emphasis, to the greatness of the subject — the greatness of 
Allah. 


1) The word .+a!l — “As-Samad”, there are more than 18 opinions as to what it 
means, but they can be summarised in 3 opinions: 


e “As-Samad” is the One who all creation turns to, for all their requests and 
their needs. In other words, we are ALL in need of Allah. 


The word “Allahu Samad” is a response to Abt’ Lahab who came in the Surah 
before. Because Abt Lahab assumed that he doesn’t need anyone, but people 
need him. Now in this Stirah, Allah takes that title and says, “It is Allah Who 
doesn’t need anyone!” 


e This opinion goes hand in hand with the first opinion. 


““As-Samad” means “Al-Ghanty” — the Self-Sufficient. Meaning He is not in 
need of ANYONE. His self-sufficiency has no beginning, end and He doesn’t 
need anyone at all. 


e “As-Samad” means “Al-Kamil” — The Complete. As Ibn ‘Abbas says in 
a narration, “As-Samad” is the Master Who is perfect in His Sovereignty, 
power and rule. The most noble Who is perfect and complete in His 
nobility. The most Magnificent Who is perfect in His Magnificence. The 
most patient who is perfect in His patience. The All-Knowing Who is 
perfect in His knowledge. The Most Wise Who is perfect in His wisdom. 
He is the One Who is perfect in all aspects of nobility and authority. This 
is the meaning of “As-Samad”. 


So, we learn that “As-Samad” is the One Who is perfect and complete in all His 


Names and Attributes, and this is unlike the human even if we share the same 
name, we are very limited in our abilities as opposed to Allah. 


3rd Ayah: 


Then in next Ayah, Allah says: 


Alo al ab al 
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“Lam yalid walam yulad” — He neither begets nor is born. 


This is the second half of the Strah, and it deals with negating inappropriate 
things from Allah. It is like the two pillars of Tawhid, whereby there is a 
negation first and then the affirmation. 


Surat al-Ikhlas is exactly like that, whereby it first affirms the Oneness of Allah 
in His Lordship, Worship, Names and Attributes, the uniqueness of Allah, and 
how everyone is dependent upon Him, but He is not in need of anyone. Then it 
negates everything that is inappropriate to be said about Allah. 


1) “Lam yalid” »b al — means “He didn’t have His own children”. 
Allah says in Surat al-An’am, Ayah 101: 


“How could He have a son when He didn’t have a partner to begin with 
and He created all things?” 


So, someone might argue, if He didn’t have his own child, he could have 
adopted a child, this door remains open, but Allah closes it in other Stwar, 
where Allah says “Allah never adopted/took a son.” [17:111] 


2) “Walam yulad” +153 ls — And He wasn’t given birth to, meaning He had no 
father or mother. 


Allah says this, because everyone who was born, came into existence after he 
was nothing, and everything that is born has a beginning. But Allah has no 
beginning, He is the First and there’s absolutely nothing before Him. 


3) Why did Allah say “Lam yalid” first then “walam yulad’’? 


As the normal grammatical sequence would say “Lam yulad” first then, “Lam 
yalid” — He wasn’t born, and He didn’t give birth to anyone. 


It was said this way because the majority of shirk that people fell into was to 
ascribe a son to Allah. The Jews said ‘Uzair is the son of Allah, the Christians 
said ‘Isa is the son of Allah, and Quraysh said the Angels are the daughters of 
Allah, so Allah responded to them first then he mentioned “walam yulad” as not 
many fell into the shirk of saying “Allah has a father.” 


So, since Allah doesn’t have a child, nor did He adopt a child, He wasn't born so 
He has no father or mother wal’Iyathubillah, therefore it means He cannot have 
anyone that is similar or equal to Him; as when someone has offspring etc., they 
get compared to each other. But if Allah doesn’t have children or He wasn’t 
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born, it means no-one can be similar or equal to Him, thus this Ayah completely 
dismiss. 


4th Ayah: 
C8 gee ae a. 
aa) 1588 Al oS aly 


So, we come to the conclusion of Surat al-Ikhlas, and Allah affirms the meaning 
of the 3rd Ayah and says: 


“Walam yakun lahu kufuwan ahad.” — There is no-one who is equal or 
similar to Him. 


1) When the word 4] “lahu” comes first, it means especially for Allah, there is 
no co-equal. In other words, other people may have equals or people who are 
like them like their children or parents, but for Allah, especially for Him, there 
is no-one equivalent to Him. 


2) The word 1388 “kufawun” means 3 things: 


All of them mean “for something to be similar’, but there are grades of 
similarity: 


e An-nathtr: For e.g., if there are two books, but their size is different, the 
colour of the cover is different, the content inside the book is different, 
but ultimately, they are both books. In Arabic, this is known as “nathir’, 
when something is like something, but it differs in a lot of its qualities. 


e Ash-Shabih: For e.g., there’s two books but they have a lot more in 
common, the size of the book is the same, the colour is exactly the same, 
but the content is different. So, in this case, there’s more similarities. 


e Al-Mathil: This is when there’s two books which are exactly the same. 
Allah says “He absolutely has no equal whatsoever” meaning — nothing that is 
exactly like him, nothing that is like Him and nothing that is even closely 
similar to Him. 


3) What do we learn from this Ayah? If Allah has no equal, that means no one 
and nothing should be loved in the same manner that He is loved. And no one 
and nothing should be feared in the same manner we fear Him. But many don’t 
understand this concept as it should be understood. 
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That’s why Allah says: 


‘And [yet], among the people are those who take other than Allah as equals 
[to Him]. They love them as they [should] love Allah.” [2:165] 


Some of the Mufassirtin said, this is not only limited in the sense that “they love 
their idols in the same manner they love Allah” rather anything that distracts 
from Allah, if you love it in the same manner, you love Allah, that’s considered 
Shirk in the love of Allah. 


Allah has no equal, therefore the way we love Him is supposed to supersede 
anything we love in life. And we’re tested with this Ayah every single day. 
For example, when someone hears the Athan, what’s more beloved to them? 
Sleeping or waking up to rush to the obedience of Allah? And rushing to the 
obedience of Allah indicates the love for Allah is stronger than sleeping. 


Conclusion: 
The connections between the beginning and end of the Stirah: 


a) In the beginning, it said “Allah is unique” and the rest of the Surah was 
proving the Oneness & uniqueness of Allah. 


b) In the beginning of the Sirah, the word 3 ¢ | “Ahad” was mentioned, and the 
end also mentioned “Ahad”. 


What’s the difference between these two “Ahad’s”? 


The first one referred to Allah, and the last one referred to other than Allah — 
meaning no-one, absolutely no-one is close or like Allah. 


A sunnah of the Prophet (els ae 4! jl) with this Sirah is recorded in Bukhari 
(5017) and Musnad Ahmad — that before the Prophet (als ule at!) bs) used to 
sleep, he used to cup his hands, recite Surat al-Ikhlas, Falaq and Nas, then blow 
into his hands and wipe from his head and what is apparent from a body. 


There are 2 methods in doing this: 
e You read Surat al-Ikhlas and Al-Mu’awithatayn once each, then you blow 
into your hands where some saliva comes out, then wipe from your head 


to what is apparent from your body (whatever you can see). Then you 
repeat this twice. 
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e Reading Surat al-Ikhlas 3 times in a row, then blow into your hands, then 
wipe your head to your body. Then repeating the same with Surah Falaq 
and then An-Nas. 


We ask Allah to protect us and accept from us. 


And Allah knows best. 
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